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In a collaborative effort involving all segments of the community, a working group was formed 

to establish risk criteria and define areas within the County where on-site disposal systems 

might be problematic. Areas potentially at risk included: 

§ Parcels within 200 feet of the ocean or creek.  

§ Parcels within the 100-year flood plain or a designated wetland.  

§ Parcels within areas previously known to be problematic for on-site disposal system because of 
poor soils, small lot sizes, or a history of maintenance problems associated with such systems. 

System Inventory: GDM worked closely with the 21 sanitary districts serving the County to 

identify the location of occupied properties not served by sewer systems. Each such property 

was identified on the Assessors Parcel Map. 

Locating areas at risk: GDM produced new base maps for the County to locate the presence 

of surface water features subject to potential contamination. Many diverse data sources were 

integrated to form a complete picture of the County's surface water resources. 

Performing the risk assessment: GDM used GIS tools to examine the on-site 

septic system inventory in relation to surface water resources.  Based on rules established by 

the County's working group, GDM prepared a final report for presentation to the Board of 

Supervisors. 

 


